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Repertoire Teaching Notes 2024
1.The Rhythm of Life:
· Teach in sections
· Section C: 53 – 60 take care with the intervals, teach slowly, plenty of practice singing chromatic scales -this section is sung three times therefore watch intonation.
· Section D: bars 99 & 100 all parts only move up one tone, it is not as big an interval as in previous bars, be careful that the children do not sing this too high.
2. Thankful:
· Observe the rhythm carefully. Make sure the semi-quavers in bars 15/20/43/48 are sung correctly.
· Alto line is quite tricky, pay particular attention to bars 28/39/5663/64.
3. Tír na nÓg:
· Verse 1 is sung very slowly- should be atmospheric.
· Bar 9; watch that you sing the E.
· [bookmark: _Int_R0kYVrYC]Niamh- should be pronounced ‘Níubh’.

4. Songs of Ireland:
· ‘Walking all the day’: bars 5 – 32 watch the syncopation in bars 10 to 15, 21 to 24 and bar 29.
· Observe the time signature changes from 4/4 to 2/4
Carrickfergus:
· Watch the rhythm in bars 39 /44 & 47
· Bar 44 “neither” is pronounced “neether”
   Fields of Athenry:
· Watch the rhythm in bar 53
· Bar 62
· Bar 81 alto sing an E instead of G




5. Speed Your Journey:
· Sing rhythmically but smoothly.
· Observe the changes in dynamics, keeping the pp phrases in tune.
· Sing through the vowels and place closing consonants accurately, e.g. Bar 25; past.

6. Caledonia:
· Sing strictly what is written in the score – no interpretations please
· Sing the piece in long phrases – please do not allow the children to breathe in the middle of phrases.
· Be careful that the words fit exactly with the rhythm especially in verse 3.
· Do not let the sopranos come in too soon in chorus bar 36
7. Mo Ghile Mear:
· It is a different arrangement to what you might know! Corrected version uploaded on website.
· Pronounce “féin” as “fhéin”.
· Véarsa 3 & cúrfá 3 – bars 50 to 65 are sung softly.

8. Viva La Vida:
· Alto part to be sung lighter
· Do not allow the children to sing through the rests
· Bar 75 & 76 be careful that the children sing the 3 quavers. The “my” is short the first time.
· Bar 104- the beginning of that bar is the same as the soprano for the alto part, The notes should read A (quaver) and G.
9. The Splendour of the Earth:
· Verse 1 & 2 are sung in unison
· [bookmark: _Int_OH29VVFd]Chorus 1 “All the splendour…..”is sung in unison after verse 1 and then in 2 parts after verse 2.
· Alto bar 32 place the A on the 4th beat.
· Bar 38 the altos need to pay attention to the Flat that it is sung in tune.
· Soprano 1 bar 55 / 56 entry is on the second beat of the bar and not on the first beat.
10.Kusimama:
· Percussion should never be too loud; it should be in the background.
· Bar 6 when the altos are singing the harmony line, the sopranos need to hold their E flat for 4 beats. This happens again in bars 10 & 14 etc.

11.Casadh an tSúgáin:
· [bookmark: _Int_DXEGddQr]Bar 142 be careful you sing 2 A’s on “throid ‘s ar”
· Cúrfá a 3 is different bars 181 & 182 there is no “thú” after Domhnaigh.
[bookmark: _Int_Ghrdtcxg]   12. Cantate Domino! Alleluia!:
· [bookmark: _Int_obhEiMls][bookmark: _Int_V34aBjDB]Please use soft d’s and t’s in Cantate Domino.
· Make sure there is a contrast between the bars that are sung in 7 8 time and 4 4 time.
· Bar 61 & 62 “truth” sing into the dischord.
· Bar 71 & 72 needs to be sung strictly rhythmically especially in Soprano 1.
· Soprano 2 bar 76 the G in “Lau” of “Laudate” is tricky. 

   13.Can You Hear Me?:
· Bar 13 There is a dischord between A and g on the word “rush”.
· Bar 33 the dischord of ev of every, notes Aflat and G sing into these notes. 
· Please strictly observe the sign language.
· The children only sign in the chorus and only when they’re singing.
· They sign with their right hand. 
   14.Ave Maria:
· Sing this in long sustained phrases.
· [bookmark: _Int_PbXVrbem]Make sure the children sing beautiful vowels, do not allow them to flatten them. Soprano 1 sing the top line throughout and have their own notes in bar 39 & 40.
   15. Cantamos:
· Please pronounce “Mi Vida” as “Mi Bida”
· Pronounce can- cion – use Spanish pronunciation.
· Bar 19 – make sure the Sopranos sing an E flat after the altos E natural every time it happens.
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